Editorial: When America needs a leader who unites, 
President Trump divides. Congress should check his 
overreach of threatening to send troops into states 
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Seattle mayor pledges to meet 
with Protest organizers 


_ N 


DEAN RUTZ / THE SEATTLE TIMES 


Protest organizers help Seattle Mayor Jenny Durkan return to the Emergency Operations Center after she and Police Chief Carmen Best spoke to 
several thousand demonstrators Tuesday. It was the fourth day of protests over police killings of Black Americans. 


By ELISE TAKAHAMA, DAN BEEKMAN, 
SCOTT GREENSTONE AND PAUL ROBERTS 


Seattle Times staff reporters 


After four consecutive days of protests in 
Seattle, Mayor Jenny Durkan promised a 
crowd of thousands of demonstrators Tues- 
day afternoon that she would meet with their 
organizers the following day to start creating 
a plan for addressing police accountability 


and racial justice. 


The impromptu meeting was a key 
moment after days of tension, and the first 


what she agreed to. 


indication of a tangible step, beyond voicing 
sympathy, that Durkan and her administra- 
tion were willing to take to address protest- 
ers’ calls for action. Still, there were limits to 


When asked if she could promise that there 
would be “no gas” from police as protesters 
continued their marches for a fifth night, 
Durkan demurred, saying she wasn’t going to 
“make a promise I can’t keep.” 

The city indicated it doesn’t expect the 
protests over the death of George Floyd, a 


Black man killed by a white police officer 

in Minnesota, to subside soon: Officials 
announced Tuesday that Seattle’s over- 
night curfew would continue through Satur- 


day morning, between 9 p.m. and 5 a.m. each 


night. Thousands were back out on the 

streets, marching in downtown and in Capi- 

tol Hill at Cal Anderson Park. As of about 

8 p.m. Tuesday, the protests were peaceful. 
Durkan addressed the crowd from the 

steps of the city’s Emergency Operations 


See > PROTEST, A7 


Despite watchdogs’ questions, 
flash-bang explosives remain 
staple of Seattle police arsenal 


By LEWIS KAMB 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

When she heard the explosions, 
Rebeca Muñiz knew her plans to 
participate in peaceful demonstra- 
tions in downtown Seattle last 
Saturday effectively had been 
blown apart, too. 

A few blocks from where she 
and dozens of other people had 
gathered at Westlake Park to hear 
speakers protesting George Floyd’s 
death at the hands of police in 
Minneapolis, Seattle officers in riot 
gear had begun tossing flash-bang 
devices — military-style percussion 
devices often used to control 
crowds — toward a throng of 
demonstrators. 


A few moments later, Muniz 
recalled, she was helping a woman 
with a badly injured hand who 
emerged from a torrent of fleeing 
bodies. The woman told Muñiz and 
medics that her thumb and fore- 
finger, gouged and streaming with 
blood, had been struck by shrapnel 
from one of the police grenades, 
Muñiz said. 

“I don’t know why police would 


even think about using a flash-bang 


in a situation like that,” said Muniz, 
28, a hospital worker who photo- 
graphed the woman’s injuries. 
“There were children around, there 
were families with strollers, and 
from where I was, the crowd didn’t 
seem out of control. I didn’t hear 
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Protesters react as police fire about half a dozen flash-bang devices 
rapidly in downtown Seattle on Sunday. Critics say the devices’ intense 
heat and potential for shrapnel pose a risk to demonstrators. 


[police] give anybody any warn- 
ing.” 

Deployment of flash-bangs, 
blast-ball grenades and other de- 


vices to control and disperse 
crowds has become a hallmark 
of the mayhem that has marred 

See > GRENADES, A6 


Misinformation, hoaxes multiply in wake of Floyd protests 


By JIM BRUNNER 
Seattle Times political reporter 

Thurston County Democrats 
Chair Victor Minjares realized 
something was very wrong over 
the weekend when the party’s cell- 
phone started buzzing with abuse 
and threats. 

“Tm going to kill everyone there. 
Bombs away, bitches,” said one text 
message from a Texas area code. 
“You scumbag demon rats today are 


the New Nazi Socialist Party of Hate 
Everything America may you all 
(expletive) drop dead,” said anoth- 
er, with a Florida phone number. 
The vitriol poured in after a photo 
ofa flyer, purporting to be from the 
Thurston Democrats, was shared 
widely on social media. The fake 
advertisement offered to pay up to 
$200 for any protester who wanted 
to be trained as “a professional 
anarchist” — with funding supplied 


by billionaire George Soros. 

As it does after any major news 
event in our politically polarized 
era, misinformation and disinfor- 
mation is flying in the wake of the 
massive protests sparked by the 
death of George Floyd, the Black 
man who was killed last week when 
a Minneapolis police officer knelt on 
his neck for about eight minutes, 
ignoring his pleas for air. 

While protests against police 


brutality have drawn hundreds of 
thousands of peaceful demonstra- 
tors demanding accountability and 
systemic change, violent clashes 
and looting also have erupted 
across the nation, including in Seat- 
tle and Bellevue. 

Images of looted stores and burn- 
ing police cars have heightened 
tensions, and some have sought to 
blame the chaos on political ene- 
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Military’s 
role in 
Trump 
photo op 
slammed 


By THOMAS GIBBONS-NEFF, 
HELENE COOPER, ERIC SCHMITT 


AND JENNIFER STEINHAUER 
The New York Times 


WASHINGTON — Retired 
senior military leaders con- 
demned their successors in the 
Trump administration for order- 
ing military units Monday to rout 
those peacefully protesting 
police violence near the White 
House. 


As military Insurrection 
helicopters flew ct has a 


low over the long history 
nation’s capital 

and National =o 
Guard units 
moved into many cities, Defense 
Secretary Mark Esper and Gen. 
Mark Milley, the chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, publicly 
aligned themselves behind a 
president who chose tear gas and 
rubber bullets to clear peaceful 
protesters from a park so that he 
could stage a photo op at a near- 
by church. 

In so doing, Esper, who 
described the country as a 
“battlespace” to be cleared, and 
Milley, who wore combat 
fatigues on the streets of the 
capital, thrust the 2 million 
active-duty and reserve service 
members into the middle of a 

See > MILITARY, A5 


As protests 
spread, so do 
worries about 
coronavirus 
resurgence 


By MICHELLE R. SMITH 
AND NICKY FORSTER 
The Associated Press 


PROVIDENCE, R.I. — As dem- 
onstrators flooded streets across 
America to decry the killing of 
George Floyd, public-health 
experts watched in alarm — the 
proximity of protesters and their 
failures in many cases to wear 
masks, along with the police 
using tear gas, could fuel new 
transmissions of the coronavirus. 

Many of the protests broke out 
in places where the virus is still 
circulating widely in the popula- 
tion. In fact, an Associated Press 
review found that demonstra- 
tions have taken place in every 
one of the 25 U.S. communities 
with the highest concentrations 
of new cases. Some have seen 
major protests over multiple 
days, including Minneapolis-St. 
Paul, Chicago, Washington, D.C., 
and Los Angeles. 

The protests have come just as 
communities across the nation 
loosen restrictions on businesses 
and public life that have helped 
slow the spread of the virus, deep- 
ening concern that the two factors 
taken together could create a 
national resurgence in cases. 

See > PANDEMIC, A6 
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